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INTRODUCTION1

There are many different views, three of which this lectureship is
examining, on what the “gift of the Holy Spirit” is. It is the case that
even faithful brethren do not always agree on this subject. Some say the
gift of the Holy Spirit is the Spirit Himself. Others believe the gift of
the Holy Spirit refers to salvation. Still others say the gift of the Holy
Spirit was a miraculous gift, and that the gift ceased in the first century
when miracles ceased. It is possible for faithful brethren to disagree on
this point, though one or both may be wrong, and yet maintain
fellowship with one another, and with God—as long as none teaches
soul-damning doctrine.

Consider the importance of this study. It is always good to study
the Bible, and, to be right, we must do so with an honest, happy
reception of the Truth (Acts 2:41). One could, with a misunderstanding
of this passage (Acts 2:38), come to wrong conclusions (to the danger
of his immortal soul); such as, believing in a direct operation of the
Holy Spirit upon man, or believing in the ability to perform miracles
today. Yet, one could also miss the true meaning of this passage
without incurring such consequences.

Thus, with brethren who differ on the meaning of the “gift of the
Holy Spirit” we sincerely seek to maintain and promote fellowship
(1 Jn. 1:7ff). As long as brethren do not espouse fatal error, we may
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continue in the unity which God proclaims (Jn. 17:20-21). That is, we
do not make the differences in understanding, as set forth this very day
in speeches to follow, “a test of fellowship,” and none should. The
fellowship we share in Christ is precious, and must be carefully
guarded.

Note the purpose of this study. Our purpose is not to belittle,
condemn, misrepresent, or engage in heated debate with our beloved
brethren. Our purpose is not to take sides with, or against, men who
have gone before, or who live today, regardless of our acquaintance
with them, or our appreciation of them. Our purpose is to investigate
the true teaching of Acts 2:38, that we may understand better the
revelation from God—including His commands, and our responsibility
thereto, and His blessings, and our benefit from them.

In the course of this study, we shall study the context of Acts 2:38,
the meaning of the word gift, and passages parallel and pertinent to
Acts 2:38.

THE CONTEXT OF ACTS 2:38
A study of the context of Acts 2 shows the importance of the

miraculous events of that Pentecost day. The apostles, being “filled
with the Holy Ghost,” “began to speak with other tongues [languages,
v. 6] as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4). This was
obviously miraculous, because the apostles had not learned these
languages. Jesus had promised that the kingdom (church) would “come
with power” (Mk. 9:1), and He had told the apostles that they were to
wait in Jerusalem until they were “endued with power from on high”
(Lk. 24:49). He promised that the power would come when the Holy
Spirit came upon them, the apostles (Acts 1:8), and the Holy Spirit
came upon them in Jerusalem on Pentecost day (Acts 2:1-4). This took
place, just as God had planned, and Jesus had promised, as evidenced
by the miracles of the day.

The people reacted to this miraculous event. They “came together,
and were confounded” (v. 6); they “were all amazed and marvelled” (v.
7); and, they “were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to
another, What meaneth this?” (v. 12). “Peter, standing up with the
eleven” (v. 14), explained the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy (“this is
that,” v. 16), i.e., that God would “pour out of [His] Spirit upon all
flesh” resulting in prophecies, visions, dreams, wonders, and signs
(Acts 2:14-21).
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Peter preached the great sermon about “Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which
God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know”; the
one Whom they had “taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and
slain,” but that God had “made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ,” and, “being by the right hand of God
exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, he hath shed forth this [the miraculous events of the day, BL],
which ye now see and hear” (Acts 2:22-36).

Amazed, they marveled and asked: “What meaneth this?” Peter
replied, by inspiration, “[T]his is that which was spoken by the prophet
Joel.” Then, he said, “[H]aving received of the Father the promise of
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.”
This is what they had seen and what they had heard. The point is, all
that had happened so far revolved around the idea of the establishment
of the church, the kingdom, with power manifested as they had seen
and heard.

Of the great crowd present, some (those “pricked in their heart”)
responded to the sermon, saying: “Men and brethren, what shall we
do?” (Acts 2:37). Peter gave the inspired answer, commanding them to
repent and be baptized, and promising them the “gift of the Holy
Ghost” (Acts 2:38-40). Acts 2:41-47 shows the results of their
reception of, and reaction to, Peter’s sermon, including the answer God,
through Peter, gave to their question.

Notice that every reference to the Spirit, in Acts 2, involves that
which is miraculous—unless verse 38 is the exception!

Those present on the day of Pentecost saw and heard the miracu-
lous manifestations of the Spirit (shown in the apostles) and inquired
as to what all that meant. They heard Peter quote a passage from the
Old Testament prophet, Joel, which referred to the miraculous, as the
inspired explanation (“pour out of my Spirit” means the Spirit was the
source from which the outpouring came, Acts 2:17-18). Also, they
heard Peter’s inspired command to them to be baptized for the
remission of sins, and that they should then (after obedience), “receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Some, “gladly received his word,” and
“were baptized,” no doubt, anticipating reception of the promised gift
(as you would were you there on that day).

Did those present on that day, having heard and seen what they did,
have any reason to believe the “gift of the Holy Ghost” was salvation,
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a non-miraculous gift, or a non-miraculous indwelling? Every reference
to the Holy Spirit, in the verses of Acts 2 preceding verse 38, is a
reference to the miraculous. There is not any indication, from this
chapter, that those taught on the day of Pentecost would have been
expecting a non-miraculous reception. Neither is there the first mention
of anyone in the book of Acts receiving a non-miraculous “gift of the
Holy Ghost,” unless it is found in Acts 2:38 (and we affirm it is not
found there).

Does it not seem strange that if Acts 2:38 teaches a non-miraculous
reception of the Holy Spirit, there is not one instance given by Luke,
the inspired writer, showing such taking place, of anyone anywhere
having such a reception, and the only two recorded instances of
Christians receiving the Holy Spirit after baptism are both miraculous
(Acts 8, 19)?

Acts 8:12ff demonstrates undeniably that those baptized believers
in Samaria did not receive the Holy Spirit in any form, miraculous or
non-miraculous—not Himself indwelling them, nor a miraculous
gift—when they were baptized; that is, by baptism alone. This is an
important point. They believed, and they were baptized; thus, they had
obtained salvation (Mk. 16:16), but they did not receive the Holy Spirit
until the apostles, Peter and John, laid their hands on them.

Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter
and John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for them,
that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen
upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Ghost (Acts 8:14-17, emphasis added).

The believers in Samaria were Scripturally baptized in order that
they might be saved, that they might have remission of sins, but they
did not receive the Holy Spirit until the apostles laid their hands on
them. Through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, all of those who
had miraculous gifts (other than the apostles themselves and the
household of Cornelius) received the Holy Spirit. “And when Simon
saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was
given, he offered them money, Saying, Give me also this power, that
on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost” (Acts
8:18-19).
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Acts 19:1ff clearly shows the twelve men in Ephesus did not
receive the Holy Spirit in any form, miraculous or non-miracu-
lous—not Himself indwelling them, nor a miraculous gift—when they
were baptized. Paul found, in Ephesus, men who had been baptized
with John’s baptism, which was no longer valid (vv. 1-6). Paul had
asked, “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” They
responded: “We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy
Ghost.” “And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized?
And they said, Unto John's baptism.”

“Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repen-
tance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which
should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this,
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Paul taught them
correctly about baptism; thus, they were baptized Scripturally, “in the
name of the Lord Jesus,” but they did not receive the Holy Spirit when
they were baptized.

Now, notice when they received the Holy Spirit—“And when Paul
had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they
spake with tongues, and prophesied. And all the men were about
twelve”(emphasis added). What did they do when they received the
Holy Spirit? They “spake with tongues, and prophesied.” There is the
miraculous manifestation.

In both cases (Acts 8 and 19), it is obvious from the text that,
although they believed and were baptized, they had not received the
Holy Spirit in any form, miraculous or non-miraculous. It was not until
apostles (Peter and John, Acts 8; Paul, Acts 19) laid their hands on
them that they “received the Holy Ghost.” In both cases, the reception
required this action—the laying on of the apostles’ hands.

Looking at the context of Acts 2:38, the immediate context of Acts
2, and the greater context of the entire book of Acts, the indication is
that the “gift of the Holy Ghost” was miraculous—not a non-miracu-
lous indwelling, or salvation.

THE MEANING OF THE WORD “GIFT”
Does the Bible teach that the “gift of the Holy Ghost” is the Spirit

Himself, or that the “gift” is something the Spirit gives, or gave? In the
New Testament, the word “gift” appears 37 times, and the word “gifts”
occurs 23 times, (obviously, from these references, the words must be
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further qualified by modifiers, or by the context to indicate that to
which they refer).

The words, “gift of the Holy Ghost,” occur only two times in the
New Testament. The first is: “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts
2:38). The only other occurrence is: “And they of the circumcision
which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because
that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost”
(Acts 10:45).

To understand the meaning of the word “gift,” consider a compari-
son of the “gift of the Holy Ghost” as found in Acts 2 and in Acts 10.
Obviously, the “gift of the Holy Ghost” given to the household of
Cornelius was miraculous; that is, it was not a non-miraculous
indwelling of the Spirit, nor was it salvation (Acts 10:44-46). Their
miraculous reception of the gift was before they were baptized (thus,
not salvation), and without the laying on of the apostle’s hands (Acts
10:47-48). God’s outpouring of the Spirit, in this case, was to show that
the Gentiles also were to “hear the word of the gospel, and believe”
(Acts 15:7-8; 11:15-18; 10:34-35).

Since the “gift of the Holy Ghost” in Acts 10 refers to the miracu-
lous (v. 46), for they in Cornelius’ household spake in other languages,
as did the apostles on Pentecost day, it was not a non-miraculous
indwelling of the Holy Spirit they had received. Nor was it salvation,
for verses 47-48 show they had not yet been baptized. Later, concern-
ing this event, Peter would say:

Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God
made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should
hear the word of the gospel, and believe. And God, which
knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy
Ghost, even as he did unto us; And put no difference between us
and them, purifying their hearts by faith (Acts 15:7-9, emphasis
added).

The purpose of the outpouring of the Spirit on the household of
Cornelius was to show to Peter and the other Jews with him, and indeed
the whole world, that the Gentiles were to receive the Gospel—they
were to “hear the word of the gospel, and believe.” Peter got the
message, and he understood what God was saying (Acts 10:28, 34-35).
The Gentiles were to receive the Gospel. Peter recounted the occasion:
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And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us
at the beginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how
that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then as God gave them
the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus
Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? When they heard
these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying,
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life
(Acts 11:15-18).

Since the “gift of the Holy Ghost,” as recorded in Acts 10, is
obviously a reference to the miraculous—and since the only other time
this phrase appears is in Acts 2:38—what compelling evidence is there
that its meaning is different in Acts 2? How, in Acts 2, could it mean
one thing, and in Acts 10, mean something different? Why should it?
Since, in both cases, in the same book (Acts 2 and 10), penned by the
same writer (Luke), involving the same apostle (Peter), where the
speaker is the same (Peter), and the wording is the same; and, since in
Acts 10, we know the “gift of the Holy Ghost” refers to the miraculous,
why should we think Acts 2:38 cannot refer to the miraculous?

Why did God, in His infinite wisdom, determine miraculous gifts
were needed in the first century? There was no written revelation (New
Testament) to guide the churches at the “beginning” (cf. Acts 11:15) of
the church. What would the brethren do, and what, or who, would
guide them? In order for the churches to function until the revelation of
the Word was completed, at least some of the brethren were endowed
with miraculous spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 12-13).

When there was no further need for them (at least by the time all
the apostles were dead, and all those upon whom they had laid hands
were dead, if not before), the miraculous powers ceased; thus, we do
not have them (or need them) today (1 Cor. 13:8-10). There had to be
miraculous gifts in order for the early church to function, but we do not
need such today, for we have the completed revelation, and we have it
in written form (Ju. 3; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3).

Consider this. An apostle teaches the gospel to a group of people.
He leaves to go elsewhere to preach to others. He has no New Testa-
ment to leave them—what will he do? He lays hands on them (at least
on some of them), giving them miraculous gifts. Thus, they are able to
continue and function as the Lord’s church (cf. 1 Cor. 12-14).

Also, miraculous gifts were for confirmation, and the chief work of
the Holy Spirit in the first century, beginning at Pentecost and
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continuing through the miraculous age, was the revelation and
confirmation of Truth. Jesus promised the apostles: “Howbeit when he,
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you [the apostles, BL] into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear,
that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come” (Jn. 16:13).
Paul wrote to the church at Thessalonica, “For this cause also thank we
God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is
in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that
believe” (1 Thess. 2:13). To the Corinthian brethren, Paul penned: “But
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be
done away” (1 Cor. 13:10). When the partial system was replaced by
the perfect (complete), miraculous abilities were no longer needed, and
would fail, cease, and vanish away.

The Hebrews writer recorded: “How shall we escape, if we neglect
so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord,
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing
them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?” (Heb. 2:3-4).
It is easy to see how that statement relates to Jesus’ declaration:

And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall
they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover. So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was
received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And
they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working
with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen
(Mk. 16:17-20).

Look at the word “gift” in the book of Acts. In Acts 8:20, it is
called the “gift of God,” in agreement with the prophecy of Joel, and
with Jesus calling it “the promise of my Father” (Lk. 24:49). This is a
reference to the miraculous apostolic power to impart spiritual gifts to
obedient believers. Simon sought to buy the power to give others
spiritual gifts. Can there be any question that this refers to the miracu-
lous power given to the apostles through the Spirit?

In Acts 10:45, the same phrase—“the gift of the Holy Ghost”—is
used which was spoken by the same speaker as in Acts 2:38. The gift
was the miraculous outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the household of
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Cornelius which resulted in their speaking in tongues (a miraculous
[spiritual] gift). It was not salvation, nor was it a non-miraculous
indwelling. Can there be any question that the “gift of the Holy Ghost,”
in Acts 10:45, refers to the miraculous?

In Acts 11:17, the reference is to what happened to Cornelius and
his household, and the meaning is the same as in Acts 10:45. There, the
reference is also made to Pentecost, and the reception of the Holy Spirit
by the apostles. Notice, it is the “like gift,” and that the word “gift” is
equal to the “gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 11:17; 10:45). Can there be
any question this refers to the miraculous?

What about Acts 2:38? Joel’s prophecy, to which Peter referred,
was not a prophecy of the non-miraculous indwelling of the Holy
Spirit, but included the spiritual gifts of the first century which were
given only through the laying on of the hands of the apostles (such as
the miraculous ability to prophesy). Since Joel’s prophecy included
spiritual gifts, why should it be strange for Peter to refer to such? Not
only did Joel prophesy of the outpouring of the Spirit on the apostles
(it was from the Spirit that the outpouring came), but also of the
miraculous manifestations that would come through the laying on of
the apostles’ hands on others.

Of the four references to the word “gift” in the book of Acts, three
are clearly to the miraculous, and the evidence shows the fourth (Acts
2:38) is also.

PASSAGES PARALLEL AND PERTINENT TO ACTS 2:38
A look at two parallel passages.
1.“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that

believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them
that believe” (Mk. 16:16-17).

2.“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

3.Below are the parallels.
Believe and be baptized—Repent and be baptized
Saved—Remission of sins
Signs follow—Gift of the Holy Ghost

Can we teach Mark 16:16-17 correctly today? What about Acts
2:38?
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A look at two passages compared.
1.“For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that

are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts
2:39).

2.“And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour
out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your
old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my
handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they
shall prophesy” (Acts 2:17-18).

3.Consider the parallels.
To you and to all that are afar off—All flesh (Jew and Gentile)
Your children—Sons and daughters
As many as the Lord shall call—Servants and handmaidens

The word “promise” refers to the miraculous in Luke 24:49, Acts
1:4, and Acts 2:33. Why would those on Pentecost day assume Peter’s
next mention of the promise meant something other than the miraculous
(note Acts 2:39, which explains verse 38), and why should we make
such an assumption?

The promise (Acts 2:39) was to those obedient believers present on
that day (cf. Acts 2:41ff), and to their children (the next generation, cf.
Lk. 11:13; 23:38, also recorded by Luke, and Joel 1:2-3), and to those
afar off (the Gentiles, cf. Eph. 2:13, 17), as many as the Lord shall call
(obviously a restricted call, cf. Jn. 1:12, lest we believe in Universalism
or Calvinism, it is not a reference to salvation, or the “call” of the
gospel (cf. 2 Thess. 2:14), but to a call to a work (cf. Acts 13:2; 16:10),
which, in the case of Acts 2, was to the working of miracles to confirm
the Word (cf. Mk. 16:17ff).2

Since Peter referred to Joel’s prophecy, and the prophecy was
inclusive of the miraculous gifts given to obedient believers (without
distinction to fleshly differences), why should the fulfillment of the
prophecy be non-miraculous?

Does the view that the gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:38 is
miraculous and limited to the first century contradict any Bible truth?
No, not a single passage is contradicted. Not only that, but this view
harmonizes with the teaching of the book of Acts and the New
Testament epistles. In addition, there are eight references in the New
Testament to “receiving” the Holy Spirit and all of them are miracu-
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lous—unless Acts 2:38 is the exception (Jn. 7:39; 20:21-23; Acts 2:38;
8:15-19; 10:47; 19:2; Gal. 3:2; 1 Jn. 2:27).

CONCLUSION
Is it impossible for Acts 2:38 to refer to the miraculous gifts of the

first century? Is it inconsistent with Bible truth for Acts 2:38 to refer to
the miraculous? No.

The “gift of the Holy Ghost,” in Acts 2:38, does not equal the non-
miraculous indwelling of the Spirit in the Christian.

The “gift of the Holy Ghost” does not refer to salvation.
The “gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38) is a reference to a

miraculous gift given by the Spirit, in the first century, for the purposes
and only for the time God intended—which time has passed.

The purpose and time have passed, and the means of obtaining such
miraculous abilities (i.e., through the laying on of the apostles’ hands)
no longer is present; therefore, today, Christians do not have the “gift
of the Holy Ghost,” for we do not need it, nor should we expect it.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Wayne Price and Ron Cosby, The Gift Of Acts 2:38, 39 (Pottersville, MO:
Scaggs Pub., n.d.), 22-27.
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claim originality of the material, but gladly commend the brethren from whom
I learned, and give to them any credit due.
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